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replace the rags that the old Arabs wore ; and as one of
the few French-speaking travellers I was deputed, to present
the results of the collection to them.
They were very grateful and during many of the weary
days between Noumea and Marseilles, I squatted with them
on a pile of rope on the tarpaulin-covered hatches, and tried
to* prise out of them something of their life on the island.
It appeared they belonged to the tribe of Kabyles, from
Algeria, and fifty years earlier they had taken part in a
revolt against the French. When the revolt was put down,
the leaders were captured and sent to New Caledonia.
They told me that when they and their fellow-rebels
arrived at Ducos, they met one of the most famous Arab
leaders of his day, Abxi-Mezrag-Mokraiii, who at the head
of 20,000 Arab warriors defied the French in the 1871 revolt
of the Kabyle tribesmen. Later, when the 1878 revolt
broke out among the New Caledonian natives, Abu and his
compatriots were used to help put down the revolting
tribesmen.
For fifty years these unfortunates had been in New
Caledonia—most of the time imprisoned on the Presqu'ile
de Ducos, which was specially reserved for political prisoners.
After they were released they had to wait a few more years
while they worked and scraped and saved enough money to
pay a fourth class fare back to Marseilles.
A few hours after landing in Marseilles, while walking-
down the famous Rue de la Cannebi&re, I sighted a small
procession of figures ahead of me, all clad in flowing white
burnouses. When they drew near, I was amazed to see
that the central figures in the group, were the four old
Arabs, looking very much the proud Arab sheiks that they
probably were, before the New Caledonian convict prisons
reduced them to the level of swindlers and pickpockets.
It seemed that some of the head men of their tribe, well
provided with money and clothes had made the trip across
from Algiers, especially to welcome their compatriots after
fifty years of exile.
There are not many of the old convicts left now.  Deporta-

